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the Ukrainian military. Her exemplary
time in uniform includes service in
Iraq between 2004 and 2008 as a member
of Ukrainian peacekeeping troops, dur-
ing which time she served alongside
and earned the respect of U.S. per-
sonnel, including Special Operations
Forces.

In fact, her tour in Iraq overlapped
with part of my own time serving in
that theater. I personally know the
hardships and exemplary work done by
our coalition forces during that dif-
ficult period, including Nadiya’s
Ukrainian contingent.

She has since become a national hero
and icon, serving in the 3rd Army Avia-
tion Regiment and being recognized by
Ukrainian defense forces and the
United Nations. Nadiya also became a
leading national figure in the
Euromaidan demonstrations, which led

to the fall of President Viktor
Yanukovych.
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After Yanukovych, pro-Russian

forces began stoking anger and vio-
lence across Ukraine’s eastern prov-
inces and the Crimean Peninsula. Lieu-
tenant Savchenko then joined one of
many volunteer, pro-government units
that were organized to supplement de-
ployed government forces. As the lead-
er in the Aidar Battalion, she served
alongside Ukrainian military personnel
and civilians alike to quell the Rus-
sian-supplied, -trained, -supported, and
-supplemented separatist forces.

On June 28, Nadiya was captured by
the separatists. After several days of
unknown whereabouts, she resurfaced
in Russia in the custody of the Russian
Government on charges of murdering
two Russian journalists. Access to her
by family and Ukrainian officials has
been very limited, and calls for her re-
lease based on her illegal capture,
transport, transfer, and detention have
gone unanswered. This is unacceptable.
As Americans, we must recognize those
who have fought alongside us and those
who have stood up for democracy and
freedom across the globe. Furthermore,
we cannot let international law and
due process be violated by any entity
or nation.

For these reasons, I call on the
United States Government and the
United Nations to take immediate ac-
tion to seek release of First Lieutenant
Nadiya Viktorivna Savchenko. If she, a
citizen of the sovereign state of
Ukraine and a war hero, is to face trial,
she must be granted the full ability to
do so in an open, transparent, and unbi-
ased venue such as through the inter-
national court system or be granted
the privilege of a full and proper inves-
tigation by her own country. Lieuten-
ant Savchenko deserves due process of
law. I further call on Russia to comply
with its international obligations and
immediately release Nadiya Savchenko
to her family or appropriate authori-
ties.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, as a cochairman of the State Med-
icaid Expansion Caucus, I rise this
morning to talk about how important
expanding Medicaid is for my State and
for every State in this great Nation.

It gives me great pride to be in the
well of the House this morning speak-
ing on the topic of expanding the Med-
icaid program today, the 49th anniver-
sary of the date when the legislation
creating the Medicaid antipoverty pro-
gram was signed into law by President
Lyndon Baines Johnson. More than 30
Members of Congress have joined the
State Medicaid Expansion Caucus be-
cause we know that opening the way to
health care for the poor is good, it is
righteous, it is just, it is merciful. It is
the right thing to do because, accord-
ing to Matthew 25:40:

Whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me.

And for those who have not a care
about the poor, then you should know
also that expanding Medicaid to more
poor people will stimulate the economy
by creating jobs in the burgeoning
health care and other ancillary indus-
tries. More jobs mean more spending,
which leads to more profits. For those
of you who are only concerned about
your bottom line, then you should also
know:

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the
Lord, and he will reward them for what they
have done.—Proverbs 19:17.

The stimulation of economies is ex-
actly what expanding Medicaid has ac-
complished in the 27 States that have
expanded eligibility. It is exactly what
will happen in every recalcitrant State
when their political leaders finally
come to their senses and choose to ac-
cept the Federal funds to expand their
Medicaid systems, the funds having al-
ready been paid into the system by
their own taxpayers.

So 27 States, a majority of the States
of this great country, looked at the
facts and made the choice to help their
people be healthier and therefore lead
more productive lives. Expanding Med-
icaid in those States provided health
care coverage to approximately 10.5
million people who otherwise would
not have had it, according to Families
USA.

Despite the politics, this is a bipar-
tisan issue, as we see when Republican
Governors in Arizona and Ohio, for ex-
ample, expanded Medicaid. As a result
of their action, almost a million people
will have access to affordable health
care. States led by Republicans and
Democrats that expanded Medicaid
should be commended for their actions.
In California, almost 3 million people
have benefited by getting access to
health care when their State expanded
Medicaid. These are just some of the
success stories.
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The Federal Government will cover
100 percent of the costs of expanding
Medicaid today, and 90 percent of the
cost for the duration of the program in
every State. Expanding Medicaid will
bring billions of Federal tax dollars
back into States that will help develop
the health care infrastructure and im-
prove the economy.

It will also help low-income Ameri-
cans access health care. We must re-
member that the people who will ben-
efit from expanding Medicaid are no
less deserving of health care than any-
one else.

In my home State of Georgia, ex-
panding Medicaid would mean access
to health care for 684,000 poor people,
according to the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities. The Georgia Budget
and Policy Institute estimates that ex-
panding Medicaid will bring $65 billion
in new economic activity to Georgia
over 10 years, which will support more
than 56,000 new jobs throughout the
State. My Governor reacted to this
news by signing a bill eliminating his
own authority to expand Medicaid. I
can’t think of a time that a chief exec-
utive has willingly given away some of
his authority.

We know why Governors and State
legislators are choosing to deny access
to health care for their people. It is
politics, pure and simple.

I am here today to urge every State
to expand Medicaid. I urge my col-
leagues and those watching at home to
contact their Governor and their State
legislator in support of expanding Med-
icaid.

————

CONGRESS LEAVES WITH WORK

UNDONE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. RIBBLE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, one of the
things that I am concerned about and I
think every American is concerned
about is the reputation of the Congress
of the United States in the eyes of the
American people. We know what our
approval ratings are, and we are well
aware of it; but we often don’t take a
moment and pause and say what are
the things that we could do to have the
American people once again view this
Chamber, the people’s House, as a place
of honor, as a place that is actually
doing the people’s business.

Here we are, 48 hours away from a re-
cess. We are going to be going back and
talking with the people in our dis-
tricts. Each one of us represents
around 700,000 American citizens. We
are going to go home and we are going
to spend some time talking with those
citizens, and I think that is appro-
priate. However, I also think it is ap-
propriate for us to get our work done,
and I want to talk this morning, Mr.
Speaker, about a key fundamental re-
quirement of the law of this Congress,
and that is to provide the Nation and
the American people with a budget
that is fiscally secure and to provide
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